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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND 
HUMAN  SERVICES 

[Program  Announcement  13612-815] 

Native  American  Status  Clarification 
Projects;  Availability  of  Fiscal  Year 
1981  Financial  Assistance 

agency:  Office  of  Human  Development 
Services,  DHHS. 

subject:  Announcement  of  Availability 
of  Fiscal  Year  1981  Financial  Assistance 
for  Native  American  Status  Clarification 
Projects. 

summary:  The  Administration  for 
Native  Americans  announces  that 
applications  are  being  accepted  for 
financial  assistance  under  Section  803  of 
the  Native  American  Programs  Act  of 
1974,  Pub.  L  93-644,  as  amended. 
Regulations  covering  this  program  are 
published  in  the  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations  in  45  CFR  Part  1336. 

DATE:  Closing  date  for  receipt  of  all 
applications  under  this  program 
announcement  is  May  11. 1981. 

Program  Purpose 

The  purpose  of  the  Native  American 
Program  is  to  promote  the  goal  of 
economic  and  social  self-sufficiency  for 
Native  Americans. 

Program  Goal  and  Objectives 

The  goal  of  this  program 
announcement  is  to  provide  financial 
assistance  to  Indian  groups  for 
community  applied  research  to  clarify 
their  status  as  Indians  and  as  tribes 
within  their  States  and/or  with  the 
Federal  government,  Under  the  Social 
and  Economic  Development  Strategies, 
it  is  the  policy  of  the  Administration  for 
Native  Americans  (ANA)  to  encourage 
the  efforts  of  Indian  groups  to  clarify 
their  status  as  Indians  and  as  tribes 
under  the  Constitution,  ANA  is 
implementing  this  policy  in  three  ways: 

(1)  Encouragement  of  present  ANA 
grantees  to  direct  their  ANA  grant 
resources  into  status  clarification 
research,  both  within  their  current 
service  population  area  and  within 
geographically  adjacent  areas; 

(2)  llie  issuance  of  Progam 
Announcement  13612-814,  a  competition 
for  a  Status  Clarification  Resource 
Mobilization  Project  to  mobilize 
academic  and  financial  resources  for 
Indian  groups  for  status  clarification 
research;  and 

(3)  The  issuance  of  this  program 
announcement  for  "mini-grants"  to 
Indian  groups  for  status  clarification. 

The  principal  method  presently  being 
utilized  by  Indian  groups  for  status 
clarification  is  the  Federal 
Acknowledgement  Project  (FAP). 


However,  there  are  other  strategies 
available,  some  perhaps  more 
appropriate,  to  determine  the  legal  and 
sociological  status  of  Indian  groups;  for 
example,  designation  under  the  Indian 
Reorganization  Act  as  a  half  blood 
community  or  State  recognition.  FAP 
guidelines  provide  a  framework  within 
which  such  research  can  best  be 
accomplished. 

Applications  for  projects  should 
indicate  that  the  proposed  project  will 
achieve  or  is  capable  of  achieving  the 
following  program  objectives: 

•  The  employment  of  an  academic 
and/or  legal  professionalfs)  to 
undertake  or  assist  in  the  community  ' 
speciRc  research  necessary  for  status 
clarification. 

•  The  completion  of  certain  defined 
interrelated  phases  of  the  research 
necessary  for  an  Indian  group  to  clarify 
its  status. 

•  The  development  of  a  plan  for 
completion  of  community  specific 
research  for  status  clarification 
remaining  at  the  end  of  the  project 
period. 

ANA  is  interested  in  funding  projects 
to  Indian  groups  who  have  indicated  a 
strong  commitment  to  actively  mobilize 
other  resources,  (financial,  academic, 
human)  to  participate  in  a  status 
clarification  project. 

ANA  encourages  present  grantees 
who  are  applying  for  this  program 
announcement  additionally  to  redirect 
current  ANA  grant  resources  into  status 
clariHcation  efforts,  if  possible. 

Applicants  must  identify  by  source 
and  amount  other  Federal  and  non- 
Federal  resources  available  to  the 
applicant  for  status  clarification  and 
indicate  how  these  resources  will  be 
coordinated  to  accomplish  the  proposed 
project. 

The  applicant  is  encouraged  to  have 
an  academic  professional  involved  at 
the  beginning  of  the  development  of  the 
application  to  ensure  that  appropriate 
research  processes  are  applied  to  the 
project  objectives  development. 

The  applicant  is  discouraged  from 
utilizing  ANA  funds  for  costs  to  recruit 
researchers.  ANA  grant  funds  should  be 
expended  directly  for  the  research 
initiative. 

Applicants  who  wish  further 
clarification  or  explanation  of  this 
announcement  should  call  Ms.  jan 
Phalen,  Administration  for  Native 
Americans  (202)  245-7730,  -or  Mr.  Merv 
Tano,  ANA,  (202)  245-7714. 

Eligible  Applicants 

Any  non-recognized  or  terminated 
tribe  which  is  incorporated  as  a  non¬ 
profit  organization,  residing  on  or  near 
their  reservation,  former  reservation  or 


traditional  homeland  is  eligible  to  apply 
for  financial  assistance  under  this 
program  announcement. 

ANA  is  interested  in  funding  Indian 
groups  which  believe  they  should  be 
acknowledged  as  an  Indian  tribe  under 
the  Federal  Acknowledgement  Project 
or  believe  they  have  a  right  to  other 
status  recognition  such  as  designation 
under  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act, 
State  recognition  or  other  legal 
designation. 

Available  Funds 

The  Administration  for  Native 
Americans  expects  to  award  $100,000  in 
Fiscal  Year  1981  for  new  projects  under 
this  program  announcement.  It  is 
anticipated  that  up  to  10  grant  awards 
will  be  made,  ranging  between  $10,000 
to  $15,000  per  grant.  The  budget  period 
for  each  grant  award  will  be  twelve  (12) 
months.  The  project  period  for  each 
grant  may  be  up  to  two  (2)  years. 

Beyond  the  first  year,  refunding  on  a 
non-competitive  basis  will  depend  upon 
the  grantee’s  satisfactory  progress,  the 
availability  of  funds,  and  the  grantee’s 
compliance  with  the  Native  American 
Programs  Regulations. 

Grantee  Share  or  Project 

Grantees  must  provide  up  to  20 
percent  of  the  approved  cost  of  the 
project.  Grantee  contributions  may  be  in 
cash  or  in  kind,  fairly  evaluated, 
including,  but  not  limited  to,  plant, 
equipment,  and  services.  The 
contributions  must  be  project  related 
and  must  be  allowable  under  the 
Department’s  applicable  cost  principle 
published  in  45  CFR  Part  74,  Subparts  G 
and  Q. 

Under  certain  circumstances,  some  or 
all  of  the  non-Federal  share  of  the 
project  may  be  waived  by  ANA.  Further 
explanation  is  contained  in  Section 
1336.52  of  ANA’S  Regulations,  which 
will  be  provided  in  the  application  kit. 

The  Application  Process 

Availability  of  application  forms.  In 
order  to  be  considered  for  a  grant  under 
this  program  announcement,  an 
application  must  be  submitted  on  the 
forms  supplied  and  the  manner 
prescribed  by  ANA.  An  application  kit 
containing  the  necessary  forms  as  well 
as  supplemental  descriptive  project 
information  may  be  obtained  from: 
Administration  for  Native  Americans, 
Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services,  Room  5300  North  Building,  330 
Independence  Avenue,  SW., 
Washington,  D.C.  20201,  Ms.  Janice  B. 
Phalen,  (202)  245-7730,  Attention:  No. 
13612-815. 

Application  submission.  One  signed 
original  and  two  copies  of  the  grant 
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application,  including  all  attachments, 
must  be  submitted  to  the  address 
specified  in  the  application  kit. 

The  application  must  be  signed  by  an 
individual  authorized  to  act  for  the 
applicant  agency  and  to  assume  for  the 
agency  the  obligations  imposed  by  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  the  grant  award,  ' 
including  Native  American  l^ograms 
Rules  and  Regulations. 

A-95  notification  process.  In 
compliance  with  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Human  Services, 
implementation  of  the  Office  of 
Management  and  Budget  Circular  No. 
A-95  Revised  (procedures  at  41  FR  2052, 
January  13, 1976),  applicants  who 
request  grant  support  must,  prior  to 
submission  of  an  application,  notify 
both  the  State  and  Areawide 
Clearinghouses  of  the  intent  to  apply  for 
Federal  Assistance.  Some  State  and 
Areawide  Clearinghouses  provide  their 
own  forms  for  the  notification  and 
others  use  the  facesheet  (SF-424)  of  the 
application  form.  Applicants  should 
contact  the  appropriate  Clearinghouses 
(listed  at  42  FR  2210,  January  10, 1977) 
for  information  on  how  they  can  meet 
the  A-95  requirements. 

Application  consideration.  The 
Commissioner,  ANA,  determines  the 
final  action  to  be  taken  with  respect  to 
each  grant  application  for  this  program. 
Applications  which  do  not  conform  to 
this  announcement  or  are  not  complete 
will  not  be  accepted  for  review  and 
applicants  will  be  notified  in  writing 
accordingly.  Applications  which  are 
complete  and  conform  to  the 
requirements  of  this  program 
announcement  are  subjected  to  a 
competitive  review  and  evaluation  by 
qualified  persons  independent  of  the 
Administration  for  Native  Americans. 
The  results  of  the  review  assist  the 
Commissioner  in  consideration  of 
competing  applications.  The 
Commissioner’s  consideration  also 
takes  into  account  the  comments  of  the 
A-95  Clearinghouse,  the  ANA  staff,  and 
other  interested  parties.  The 
Commissioner  makes  grant  awards 
consistent  with  the  purpose  of  the  Act, 
the  regulations,  and  the  program 
announcement  within  the  limits  of  funds 
available. 

After  the  Commissioner  has  reached  a 
decision  either  to  disapprove  or  to  fund 
a  competing  grant  application, 
unsuccessful  applicants  are  notiHed  of 
the  decision  in  writing.  Successful 
applicants  are  notified  through  the 
issuance  of  a  Notice  of  Financial 
Assistance  Awarded  which  sets  forth  in 
writing  to  the  recipient  the  amount  of 
funds  awarded,  the  purpose  of  the  grant, 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  grant 
award,  the  effective  date  of  the  award. 


(he  budget  period  for  which  support  is 
given  and  the  amount  of  recipient 
participation.  It  also  specifies  the  total 
project  period  for  which  support  is 
contemplated. 

Criteria  For  Review  and  Evaluation 

Competing  grant  applications  will  be 
reviewed  and  evaluated  against  the 
following  criteria: 

(1)  That  the  application  evidences 
involvement  and  participation  by  an 
academic  or  legal  professional  and  that 
the  identity  of  the  author  of  the 
application  is  included  with  a  statement 
on  his  or  her  future  connection  with  the 
project  objectives,  if  a  grant  is  awarded. 
(10  points) 

(2)  That  there  are  letters  or  material 
from  the  academic  and/or  legal 
community  indicating  support  for  the 
project  objectives,  commitment  of  other 
academic  resources  (e.g.,  university 
students  for  additional  research,  access 
to  resource  material,  academic  review 
and  critique  of  research),  and/or 
additional  descriptive  material  on  the 
historical  and  sociological  aspects  of  the 
tribal  community.  (10  points) 

(3)  That  the  applicant  provides  a  clear 
description  of  why  it  beleives  it  has  a 
right  to  status  designation  either  through 
the  Federal  Acknowledgment  Project 
criteria  or  through  other  status 
designation  criteria.  (20  points) 

(4)  That  the  description  of  the  project 
objectives,  especially  the  articulation  of 
the  actual  research  objective,  is  capable 
of  achieving  the  specihe  program 
objectives  deHned  in  this 
announcement.  (20  points) 

(5)  That  the  proposed  procedures 
(activities)  of  ^e  work  program,  if  well 
executed,  will  achieve  the  intended 
results.  (10  points) 

(6)  That  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
government  is  reasonable  considering 
the  anticipated  results.  (10  points) 

(7)  That  project  personnel  are  or  will 
be  well  qualihed,  and  that  the  applicant 
has  or  will  have  adequate  facilities  and 
resources.  (10  points) 

(8)  That  the  applicant  has  indicated 
how  all  present  resources  will  be 
coordinated  with  this  project  and  how 
new  resources  will  be  mobilized  in  the 
future.  (10  points) 

Closing  Date  for  Receipt  of  Application 

The  closing  date  for  receipt  of  all 
applications  under  this  program 
announcement  is  May  11, 1981. 
Applications  may  be  mailed  or  hand 
delivered.  An  application  will  be  ' 
considered  received  on  time  if: 

•  The  application  was  sent  by 
registered  or  certifled  mail  not  later  than 
May  11, 1981  as  evidenced  by  the  U.S. 


Postal  Service  postmark  or  the  original 
receipt  horn  the  U.S.  Postal  Service. 

•  'Die  application  is  received  on  or 
before  close  of  business.  May  11, 1981  in 
the  OHDS  Receiving  OfHce  in 
Washington,  D.C.;  or 

•  The  application  is  hand-delivered  to 
the  address  on  the  application  kit  by 
close  of  business  May  11, 1981.  Hand-  ' 
delivered  applications  will  be  accepted 
daily  from  9  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  except 
Saturdays,  Sundays,  and  Federal 
holidays.  The  official  time  and  date  of 
receipt  is  that  registered  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services. 

Applications  received  after  the 
dea^ine  because  they  were  postmarked 
or  hand-delivered  too  late  or  addressed 
incorrectly  will  not  be  accepted  and  will 
be  returned  to  the  applicant  without 
consideration. 

(Catalog  of  Federal  Domestic  Assistance 
Program  Number  13.612  Native  American 
Programs) 

Dated:  February  3, 1981. 

A.  David  Lester, 

Commissioner,  Administration  for  Native 
Americans. 

Approved;  February  13, 1981. 

Warren  Master, 

Acting  Assistant  Secretary  for  Human 
Development  Services. 

(FR  Doc  81-6037  Filed  2-23-61;  8:45  am] 
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